
In IJM cases, sex trafficking survivors 
have described being beaten, 
forcibly injected with narcotics, 
and forced to watch their own 
children be physically abused.

Pimps and brothel owners often lure impoverished women 

with promises of a proper job, but then force them to sell their 

bodies over and over again. At other times, these traffickers trick 

families into giving up young girls, or they kidnap them to fetch a 

high price in the sex trade. And in many places, local authorities 

actually protect these criminals instead of their victims. 

Controlled with fear, trafficking victims are left vulnerable to 

repeated abuse, violence and disease. Many lose hope of ever 

getting help. 

Every year, millions of vulnerable 
children and women are trafficked for 
sex around the world. 
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2 million children 
are exploited in the 
global commercial 
sex trade.1

Children and 
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from trafficking 

since 2006

Pimps and 
traffickers arrested 

since 2006

Human trafficking 
generates about £150 
billion a year, two-thirds 
from commercial sexual 
exploitation.2

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
PREVALENCE STUDY, 2015

An investigation of sex trafficking 
in 20 towns in the Dominican 
Republic found that one in ten 
people in commercial sex is a minor; 
prevalence jumps to one in four 
when focusing solely on public areas, 
like street corners, parks and beaches.
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79%
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commercial sex in 
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after four years of  
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MIEN GREW UP IN A POOR COMMUNITY near Svay Pak, Cambodia, 

where the sex trade thrived and brothels sold young girls like her out in the 

open. She grew up terrified this could become her life too - a fear made real 

when she was sold to a brothel at 14 years old.

Owners locked Mien in the “pink room” where a virgin would be kept until a 

wealthy customer came to buy her innocence. After her terrifying first night, 

Mien was raped multiple times each day and soon lost hope. “I felt despair”, 

she remembers. “My life did not have meaning.”

Mien lived this nightmare for four years until rescue came. Our team worked 

with Cambodia’s anti-trafficking police to bring girls out of the brothel 

and into a loving aftercare home. Counsellors helped Mien heal and begin 

rebuilding her life in freedom. 

Today, Mien is flourishing. She’s married with a young son and working as 

a tailor. She bravely shares her story with other trafficking survivors and 

encourages their journeys to restoration. “I never dreamed that I could 

have a good job like this and also a family. I thank God for my new life.”

Meet Mien

“Everything has changed…I thank God for 
my new life.” 

- Mien, rescued from exploitation in Cambodia after years of abuse
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Help us prove justice for the 
poor is possible. Join us at 

IJMUK.org/Get-Involved

IJM was one of the first non-
governmental organisations formally 
appointed to sit on the Inter-Agency 
Council Against Trafficking (IACAT) 
in the Philippines. 
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INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION is a global organization that protects 

the poor from violence throughout the developing world. IJM partners with 

local authorities to rescue victims of violence, bring criminals to justice, restore 

survivors, and strengthen justice systems.
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